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SUBJECT: VORSTER BLASTS STATE DEPARTMENT AS SOURCE OF 
" BLATANT LIES" ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA. 

REF: USUN 5298 (NOTAL) 

1. SOUTH AFRICAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION LEAD ITEM MORNING 
OCTOBER 30 WAS SUMMARY OF BLISTERING VORSTER CHALLENGE 
TO US STATE DEPARTMENT TO PROVE CHARGES THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE 
HELD IN DETENTION IN SOUTH AFRICA " SOLELY FOR THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO APARTHEID". SPEAKING NIGHT 29TH IN HEIDELBERG CONSTITUENCY, 
VORSTER APPARENTLY TOOK PRICKLY TONE ON NUMBER OF 
SUBJECTS RELATING TO RACE PROBLEMS BUT GAVE 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS BY SPEAKING IN ENGLISH TO DELIVER BITTER 
REACTION TO MITCHELL SPEECH OF OCTOBER 23 IN APARTHEID 
COMMITTEE. ( REFTEL) WE HAVE REQUESTED FULL TEXT. FOLLOWING 
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2. NOTING THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD NEVER TRIED TO MAKE THINGS 
DIFFICULT FOR AMERICA IN ITS ACKNOWLEDGED ROLE AS LEADER 
OF THE WESTERN WORLD, VORSTER SAID HE HATED TO SPEAK IN 
SUCH A MANNER BUT COULD NOT LET THE CHARGE FROM 
AMERICA GO UNANSWERED. HE DID NOT KNOW THE AMERICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE ( MITCHELL) WHO HAD SAID THESE THINGS IN THE 
UN, BUT HE FELT SURE THE MAN DID NOT KNOW SOUTH AFRICA 
AND HAD GOTTEN HIS INFORMATION FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 
THE CHARGE THAT PEOPLE ARE BEING HELD IN DETENTION HERE 
SOLELY BECAUSE OF THEIR OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID IS, VORSTER 
SAID, A BLATANT LIE, AND HE CHALLENGES AMERICA TO SUB- 
STATIATE THIS BY NAMING EVEN ONE PERSON WHO IS DETAINED 
SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE SPOKEN OUT AGAINST APARTHEID. 

3. VORSTER REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THERE ARE 48 SUCH OPPONENTS 
OF APARTHEID IN PARLIAMENT AND THOUSANDS IN THE STREETS OF 
JOHANNESBURG, AND IN SOME EDITORIAL OFFICES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
THERE ARE PEOPLE IN DETENTION WHO HAVE PLAYED WITH FIRE , AND 
HE TAKES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THAT, BUT NONE HAS EVER 
BEEN DETAINED FOR HIS VIEWS AGAINST APARTHEID. HE THOUGHT 

IT INCOMPREHENSIBLE THAT A FREE LAND SUCH AS THE US SHOULD SAY 
THINGS ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA IN THE UN. VORSTER FELT OBLIGED 
TO GIVE A REPLY SINCE SA NOT REPRESENTED CURRENTLY AT UNGA. 
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